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One Teen’s Story:
15 year old uses his drawings  
to create a business
Like most teenagers, 15-year-old Keegan Bonds-Harmon 
loves  spending time on social media. But he’s not on  
Instagram to post selfies. Instead, the high school  stu-
dent is uploading photos and videos in support of his 
business: Keegan’s Creatures.

The Providence, Rhode Island, native started his business 
at just 11 years old after he decided to take his love 
of drawing to the next level. After learning how to 
screen print, Bonds-Harmon transferred his conceptual 
designs — which mostly consist of monsters and crea-
tures from his imagination — onto T-shirts. He then 
began selling them at local artist markets, independent 
stores and on Etsy. “I’m making them myself from start 
to finish,” said Bonds-Harmon. 

 It’s been very exciting and fun — 
   both as a business and art venture.

And when it comes to coming up with his unique designs, the teen, who is a sopho-
more at The Metropolitan Regional Career and Technical Center in Providence, relies 
on his surroundings. “It’s always from random places,” he says. “I’ll see a chain-link 
fence or a flower or a pattern or color that I really enjoy, and I’ll figure out the visual 
language to express that.” He also draws inspiration from his school, The Met, which 
is an innovative career and technical school where students pursue their passions 
through internships and projects that make an impact in the community.

“I was lucky enough to find The Met and get accepted,” he says. “I felt it was the per-
fect fit because of how individualized it was. So I’m able to go to internships two days 
a week and it offers more of a community setting, which is important to me. They 
have been very supportive of my business and my artwork. I’m thankful to be able to 
attend such an amazing school.”
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When you have an account at 
the credit union you can check 
your account information in all 
of these different ways...

ONLINE: Sign up for our free 
Virtual Branch

APP: Once you have signed  
up for our Virtual Branch then 
you can use our free mobile 
app from the App Store or 
Google Play

PHONE: Call our automated 
phone system called CARLA at 
860-253-6884 or 888-448-6670. 

Find Out More 
    > www.tvtfcu.org
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Tobacco Valley Teachers  
Federal Credit Union
182 South Road
Enfield, CT 06082
www.tvtfcu.org

860-253-4780 
800-749-8305 (Toll Free)
860-253-4785 (Fax)
msr@tvtfcu.org (Email)

CARLA  
(24 Hour Audio Response)
860-253-6884
888-448-6670

Routing # 211176969

Smart Tip
                    Make a list before you go 
shopping. This will help you from mak-
ing impulse buys, which lead to breaking 
your budget and buying things you may 
not even need. When you don’t have a 
list you’re more likely to get distracted 
by everything you see. This tempts you 
to spend more of your money. So have a 
list with you next time you go shopping! 

SENIORS
Apply for Our

Scholarship Award
www.tvtfcu.org

Varsity Tutors: Get 
tutoring whenever and 
wherever you need it 
with thoroughly quali-
fied tutors. Participate 

in video tutoring, manage account, 
send and receive messages, and man-
age appointments. Use this app with 
Parental/Guardian supervision. 

APP       To Try

One Teen’s Story...  continued
He credits his determination in 
part to his community. “When I 
discovered the Providence art 
community, that really helped. 
Seeing people who are mak-
ing things that are unique and 
interesting inspired me to get 
involved,” he says.

“And I think it’s just a general 
creative drive that a lot of art-
ists and makers have,” adds 
Bonds-Harmon, who wants to 
attend art school one day. “For 
me, it just happened to take 
form in a business.”

Source: People.com

Download a  
Budget Worksheet  

to help you  
manage your money

www.moneyandstuff.info

When you open a checking account at the credit union, you are offered different ways 
to access your money. You can use checks or a debit card. A debit card is a plastic card, 
which can be used to withdraw your money from your checking account when mak-
ing a purchase or at an ATM (Automatic Teller Machine). When you want to get cash 
or make a purchase, you put your card in a machine, enter a pin number (a personal 
identification number) and the machine will check to see if you have the money in your 
credit union checking account.  If you do, the transaction will be processed and you can 
receive your cash or merchandise.  If you don’t, it will deny the transaction.  This is one 
way to make sure you don’t spend more than you have in your account. If you use your 

card at ATMs, there might be additional fees for the use of the ATM.  You 
will always be shown what the fee is. You can agree to accept the fee and 
continue with your transaction or if you deny it, you will get your card 
back and your transaction will not be processed. 

To avoid these fees you can use ATMs that are a part of the  
CO-OP Network that we partner with. You can text a zip code to 

91989 to find the closest CO-OP ATM locations (Standard data/SMS fees may apply 
from your mobile phone carrier). You’ll receive a text back within seconds telling you 
the nearest FEE-FREE CO-OP ATM location.

debit cardS 101

Direct Deposit:  
Having money directly  
deposited electronically into a 
checking or savings account.

Account Balance:   
The amount of money that is 
available in your account. Note: 
The account balance printed on 
an ATM receipt may not be the 
most current amount.

Check out TEEN INK,  
a national teen magazine, 
book series, and website 
devoted entirely to teenage 
writing, art, photos, and  
forums. You can submit 
what you’ve created!

www.teenink.com


